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Vision                     June 2019 

Serving ~ Strengthening ~ Connec'ng ~ Our Community 
 

 ~ Serve our community in the name of Jesus Christ by spreading the Good News of 

 God’s unlimited love and forgiveness; 

 ~ Strengthen faith through Chris'an educa'on for people of all ages; 

 ~ Connect  in Chris'an fellowship with our family, our community, and the world. 

We are planning on having a G.C.C.P. trailer available for 

dona'ons throughout the  summer.  If you have items to 

donate please call and leave your name and number 

with the church office and we can set up a 'me for you 

to drop off.  
 

If you have ques'ons please call 

Sharon Burkart at 269-967-0301. 
 

 Thanks CUMC mission commi=ee 



Words cannot express how blessed I am to have been to be in ministry with you 

these past seven years.  It has been a joy to work, walk, and pray with you as we 

serve, strengthen, and connect with Jesus Christ.  You will remain in my in my 

heart and prayers forever.  Blessings in the missions and ministries God has in 

store for your future.  

 

Blessings,Blessings,Blessings,Blessings,    
Pastor JodiePastor JodiePastor JodiePastor Jodie 

Caledonia United Methodist Church will be transi'oning pastors this summer.  Pastor 

Jodie Flessner will be thanked and honored with a potluck dinner aBer worship on 

June 9
th

 by the congrega'on.  Pastor Jodie will be moving to Traverse City and will  

become the District Superintendent of the Northern Waters District of the UMC.  She 

will oversee 77 churches in this northern district.  Along with her greatly increased  

du'es, she will also maintain her current posi'on on the Na'onal Board of Town and 

Rural Advocates.  Pastor Jodie will be greatly missed by her church family here in  

Caledonia.  We thank her dearly for her 'me with us and wish her well with her newly 

enlarged service to the United Methodist Church. 
 

The Caledonia United Methodist Church will then welcome Pastor Elizabeth Hurd as 

it’s new pastor on July 7.  Pastor Elizabeth comes to us from the Port Huron area, is 

newly graduated from seminary and very excited to get established at CUMC and  

Caledonia.  Please help us welcome her to our lovely community. 



Are you interested in going to camp 

this summer?   

Scholarships are available.   

Check with the office for informa'on. 

In addi�on to our weekly youth 

mee�ngs we have an upcoming 

S���� K���-O�� C���������� 

Date and !me will be announced 

There will be water games, so dress  

accordingly and bring a warm change 

of clothes for a bonfire. 

Everyone finishing 6
th 

- 12
th

 grade is  

invited, and so are friends! 

Due to popular demand 

Wild and Free Student Ministry  

will con'nue to meet each 

Wednesday from 6:00 - 7:30 pm 

through the end of June. 

Hailey Terpstra will be in 11
th

 grade at Caledonia High  

School and Kent Innova'on High in the fall. 
 

She par'cipates dance at Caledonia Dance Company. 
 

Some of Hailey’s favorites include: 

  Color: Purple    Food or special treat: Sushi 

  Animal: Horse    Subject in school: Choir 
 

The one thing that Hailey loves most about CUMC are the people! 
 

Take a moment to say “hello” next 'me you see  

Hailey at church or out in the community! 



I am so excited to begin my ministry journey with you in July. I wanted to take the 'me 

to introduce myself more. I grew up in Port Huron, MI and a=ended Port Huron First 

United Methodist Church my en're life. My home church provided me with love,      

encouragement, support, and many opportuni'es to grow in my rela'onship with God. 

One opportunity was going to Choir Camp at Lake Louise in Boyne Falls, MI every     

summer. Camp was a place where I met with friends, connected with mentors, and   

discovered God through the beauty of crea'on. Camp was so forma've for me as I was 

growing up and coming into my own. I knew that the uncondi'onal love of God I felt at 

camp was something I could feel in every part of my life. I always wanted to make sure 

that others had the opportunity to feel this uncondi'onal love, and so I became a camp 

counselor, which has, this summer, turned into a dean posi'on.  
 

My home church also provided me with the opportunity to apply for the Mission Intern 

Program, which operated mainly in the Detroit Conference. I worked with this program 

for five years in a variety of ways. I served for three summers at a children’s day camp 

program at my home church. I served one summer at Cass Community Social Services 

in Detroit. My final summer serving with the program I was a senior intern in charge of 

fundraising and social media. This program helped shape my ideas of what ministry can 

be, while encouraging me to follow God’s calling for my life.  
 

I followed this calling to the Boston University School of Theology, the oldest          

Methodist seminary in the United States. My 'me in Boston was so meaningful and 

forma've, especially my 'me spent as a Pastoral Intern at Crawford Memorial United 

Methodist Church in Winchester, MA. In this posi'on I worked with the senior pastor 

to conduct visits, a=end mee'ngs, and design worship services. For two years I was  

immersed in the life of a church and doing church work, both of which helped to 

ground me in my calling.  
 

I am very excited to begin serving Caledonia United Methodist Church. We are going  

to be entering a new chapter together, one where we will serve God and the world, 

where we will strengthen ourselves and our rela'onships, and where we connect with 

God and one another in meaningful and spirit giving ways. I look forward to geQng to 

know you be=er, allowing you all to get to know 

me be=er, and striving together to do the good 

work of God’s kingdom.  
 

Peace,Peace,Peace,Peace,    
Pastor ElizabethPastor ElizabethPastor ElizabethPastor Elizabeth    



As we prepare for the arrival of Pastor Elizabeth Hurd in July and prepare for Pastor Jodie’s 

farewell on June 9
th

, the SPRC asks that we pray for all pastors and churches in transi'on.  

The following prayer may help guide you: 

 

Spirit of promise, Spirit of unity, 

   we thank you that you are also the Spirit of renewal. 

Renew in the whole Church 

   that passionate desire for the coming of your kingdom 

   which will unite all Chris'ans in one mission to the world. 

May we all grow up together into him who is our head, 

   the Savior of the world.  Amen. 

(Olive Wyon, England, 20th Cent., Alt.) 

In prepara'on of Pastor Elizabeth’s arrival this summer we would 

like to make sure we all have name tags to help her associate 

names with faces.  If you are in need of a bu=on, please contact 

the office and we’ll make sure you receive one. 

In the back of the Sanctuary there is a box with sheets of paper beside it.  We ask that 

each of you write a gree'ng, print a prayer or just say welcome to Pastor Elizabeth. 
 

Please place these in the box and we will insert these in a "baton".  ABer her arrival in 

July, we will "pass the baton" on to her.   
 

Thank you for helping us make her feel welcome. 



3 ~ Karen Clark 

 ~ Carolyn Olree 

6 ~ Annabelle Freeman 

8 ~ Ka'e Furtwangler 

9 ~ Haley Bovee 

10 ~ Landry Hammond 

11 ~ Romilly Graham 

14 ~ Erin Benjamin 

 ~ Chuck SwiB 

15 ~ Tom Emery 

16 ~ Benjamin Norris 

18 ~ Tina Bovee 

 ~ Dianna Overmire 

25 ~ George Edgar 

28 ~ Anne Lillie 

29 ~ Brent Overholt 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Happy Birthday 

Worship Leaders 

If you don’t see your name on our birthday and anniversary list, 

please let us know so you can be included! 

10 ~ Ron & Rosalie Shook 

16 ~ Al & Sallie Niles 

17 ~ David & Loralynne Clark 

 ~ Ked & Jan Leatherman 

20 ~ Jim & Ingrid Engle 

23 ~ Joel & Chris'ne Freeman 

24 ~ Larry & Donna Lanning 

27 ~ Fred & Karen Bradley 

 ~ Jim & Jayne Porri= 

 ~ Jerry & Joyce Schuur 

30 ~ Karl & Laurie Seper 

Happy Anniversary 

Acolyte 

2 ~ Adam Haynes 

9 ~ Brody Benjamin 

16 ~ Adam Haynes 

23 ~ Brooke Haynes 

30 ~ Jillian Bellmore 

Worship Tech 

2 ~ John Robinson 

9 ~ Thom Kohl 

16 ~ Mike Sacke= 

23 ~ John Robinson 

30 ~ Erin Benjamin 

Liturgist 

2 ~ Joan Pierce 

9 ~ Joan Pierce 

16 ~ Donna Lanning 

23 ~ Tex Bryant 

30 ~ Jeannie Soest 

Coffee Hour set up and clean up 

2 ~ Volunteers Needed 

9 ~ Pastor Jodie’s Farewell 

16 ~ Volunteers Needed 

23 ~ Volunteers Needed 

30 ~ Mission Commi=ee 

Counters 

2 ~  

9 ~  

16 ~ Barb Sco= & Shirley Tolan 

23 ~ Volunteers Needed 

30 ~ Donna Lanning & Volunteer 

Ushers 

2 ~ Jim & Jayne Porri= 

9 ~ Ernie & Pat Schenk 

16 ~ Gary & Judy Kidder 

23 ~ Fred & Karen Bradley 

30 ~ Jim & Jayne Porri= 

Hospitality 

2 ~  

9 ~  

16 ~ Jim & Jayne Porri= 

23 ~ Jeannie Soest & Volunteer 

30 ~ Gary & Judy Kidder 

Nursery 

2 ~ Nancy Duiven 

9 ~ Mona Jacobs 

16 ~ Laurie Seper 

23 ~ Shirley Besteman 

30 ~ Eliz Gundlach 

Trustee of the Month 

Tom Jacobs 



Ann. Conference 

Ann. Conference 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

2nd Best Sale 
 

9:00 am 

Garden Planting 

2 

10:00 am 

Worship 
 

12:00 - 6:00 pm 

Brann’s  

Fundraiser 

3 

7:00 pm 

Scouts 

4 

 

5 

9:30 am 

Staff Meeting 
 

6:00 pm 

Wild & Free 

Student Ministry 

6 

10:00 am 

UMW 
 

6:30 pm 

Scout Planning 

7 

 

8 

8:00 am 

Trustees 

9 

10:00 am 

Worship 
 

11:00 am 

Pastor Jodie’s 

Farewell Potluck 

10 

6:30 pm 

Garden 

Committee 
 

7:00 pm 

Scouts 

11 

9:00 am 

Pieceful Quilters 
 

2:00 pm 

Visitation 

Committee 

12 

9:30 am 

Staff Meeting 
 

6:00 pm 

Wild & Free 

Student Ministry 

13 

6:30 pm 

Finance 

Committee 
 

7:15 pm 

Ad. Council 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

Father’s Day 
 

10:00 am 

Worship 

Ron Bailey & 

Easy Idle  

String Band 
 

12:00 - 6:00 pm 

Pizza Hut  

Fundraiser 

17 

7:00 pm 

Scouts 

18 

 

19 

9:30 am  

Staff Meeting 
 

6:00 pm 

Wild & Free 

Student Ministry 

20 

6:30 pm 

SPRC 

21 

Summer Begins 

22 
 

 

23 

10:00 am  

Worship 

Thom Kohl 

Preaching 
 

30 

10:00 am  

Worship 

Thom Kohl 

Preaching 

24 

7:00 pm 

Scouts 

25 

9:00 am 

Pieceful Quilters 

26 

9:30 am 

Staff Meeting 
 

12:00 pm 

Women In Step 
 

6:00 pm 

Wild & Free 

Student Ministry 

27 

7:00 pm 

Book Club 

28 

 

29 

Caledonia 

Independence 

Day Celebration 



On Sunday June 30
th

 we will be celebra'ng “Peace with Jus�ce” Sunday. This special offering is 

used to support a variety of projects whose goals are to spread the gospel of peace and             

encourage coopera'on locally, in the United States and globally. The offering will be split, with   

½ going to Peace with Jus'ce and ½ going to purchase new ma=resses for GCCP. You will be   

provided envelopes in you bulle'n and we will have a basket downstairs for your dona'ons, 

along with an assortment of treats. 
 

I always thought the name of this special offering was Peace and Jus'ce, but the 'tle is Peace 

with Jus'ce. Peace and Jus'ce       connotes two individual concepts, while Peace with Jus'ce 

puts meaning into how we should promote peace.  
 

DO learn to do good. SEEK jus'ce. RESCUE the depressed. 

DEFEND the orphan. PLEAD for wisdom. 

 

Isaiah 1:17 describes how the people had forgo=en or turned 

away from God’s laws and it is here God explained explicitly how 

the people could get back to following the law. Society today, 

around the world have also turned away from Go’s laws and are 

being very harmful and hurUul to others. Countries are at war, 

women and children are forced into human trafficking, people 

are shunned and bullied because of the way they look or the 

views they have. Children are going to bed hungry, families live 

in their cars. You do not have to look globally to find these      

injus'ces, they happen right here in our country, our state and 

in our community. 

 

So what can you do about the lack of Peace with Jus'ce in today’s world? Micah 6:7 tells us “to 

seek jus'ce and love kindness and walk humbly with our God.” Also you can give generously to 

this special offering. 
 

The other half of the dona'ons will go to buying ma=resses for God’s Country Coopera've      

Parish, which serves several coun'es in the Upper Peninsula. Many families are forced out of 

their homes with nothing for themselves or their children. They need to establish new house-

holds and new ma=resses are an essen'al need to do this. GCCP is an example of doing Peace 

with Jus'ce here in our own state. 
 

“If we have no peace, it is because we have forgo=en that we belong to EACH OTHER.” 

Mother Theresa 

 Thank you,  

  Chris Hayden 



Mission Opportunity 

Mt. Hope UMC has a group traveling to Africa University from March 16-27, 2020 and 

would like to invite you to join their group. Most of us know and have supported       

Africa University, but those who may not know, Africa University is a consequence of 

the growth of United Methodism in Africa. It provides quality educa'on within a       

Pan-African context through which persons can acquire general and professional 

knowledge and skill, grow in spiritual maturity, and develop sound moral values,        

ethics and leadership quali'es.   

If you are interested in finding out more please email putman_family@yahoo.com 

with your ques'ons. 

In HIS service~ CUMC Mission Commi=ee 

Who is knocking at the backdoor? 

The book of James 3:13 says “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show  

it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.” To my under-

standing he is telling us that true wisdom can only show itself in humble service.  So      

quietly knocking at the backdoor and offering help today is a way of serving with humility. 
 

I would like to share with you about of group of women in our church referred to as      

the United Methodist Women. They are con'nually knocking at the backdoors of            

marginalized people here and around the world and extending a helpful hand.  
 

This year alone they have provided financial assistance to all of the following programs: 

UMW district pledge to mission, Access 6, UMCOR, The Methodist Community House in 

Grand Rapids including camp scholarships for 6 children to go one week through their 

program, God’s Country Coopera've Parish, Kid’s Food Basket, New Life PET (mobility) 

Zambia, and Sacred Beginnings in Grand Rapids.  
 

They work at Kid’s Food Basket throughout the year and are con'nually seeking ways to 

learn about social injus'ce issues through study, prayer and ac'on. 
 

So with all of my heart I would like to give thanks for them and for 

their willingness to go quietly and humbly knocking on backdoors 

and giving their 'me, talents and giBs. Their strong faith and desire 

to serve God is spoken through their ac'ons. Again thank you. 
 

 Sincerely in Christ,  

 Sharon 



The UMW will meet on Thursday, June 6th,  
at 10:00 am in the church Fellowship Hall.   

Women In Step will meet on  
Wednesday, June 26th at noon 

at the Caledonia American Legion. 

The book club will meet on Thursday, June 27 at 7:00 pm at Chris Hayden’s house. 
 

June's book  Miracle Creek  by Angie Kim  

July's book  Cold Mountain  by Charles Frazier  

August's book  Where the Crawdads Sing  by Delia Owens  
 

All interested are encouraged to a=end . 

The SPRC will meet on  

June 20th at 6:30 pm  

in the church conference room. 

It happened quickly, so you may have missed it on page 3.  Go ahead, flip 

back, I can wait.  Did you no'ce what I no'ced?  On more than one occasion 

Hailey has told us that her favorite thing about her en're experience here at 

CUMC is the people.  That includes you!  What a blessing we are!  This 

makes me think of my years growing up in this church and all of the people 

who have played a role in the forma'on of my faith.  Many of these people 

probably have no idea they played any role at all.   
 

Please take a quiet moment to consider this: 

• Did you have role model during the forma've years of your faith journey? 

• Do you realize the truly vital role every single one of us play in the spiritual and  

    personal development of our youth? 

• Is there some way you are feeling called to fuel the spiritual spark in our youth? 
 

As a parent, a former CUMC youth and now a staff member, thank you for all you do for the 

youngest among us!   Erin Benjamin 



Troop 202 
 

Congratula!ons to Jacob Snyder and Brian Langejans and Colton Brocker 

for earning their Eagle! 
 

May is a busy month for our Scou'ng family!  There is a campout almost every weekend.  

Our troop traveled to Dorchester, Canada to a=end the interna'onal camporee.  This 

camporee a=racts scouts from all over who par'cipate in fun, compe''ve ac'vi'es all 

weekend.  The weather was nicer than it has been in previous years (no freezing rain this 

'me).   
 

There was also the Order of the Arrow Spring Conclave at Camp Gerber.  Arrowmen from 

the Lodge worked all weekend providing service to the camp by helping clean up for the 

coming summer camp sessions.   
 

Memorial Day weekend we will celebrate at CUMC with a Court of Honor and by  

construc'ng our annual Floa'ng Flag Pole.  We will also march in the Memorial Day  

parade and par'cipate in flag plan'ng at local cemeteries.   
 

May is also a Month of Service for Troop 202.  We 

worked in the Community Garden pulling weeds,  

raking dirt and clearing tarps.  We also worked in the 

Village of Alto to help them clean up.  Taylor Nietling 

Day is a day of cleaning up St. Mary’s Cemetery in  

honor of Taylor, a Troop 202 Eagle Scout who is laid  

to rest there. 

Worship service is our individual 'me to celebrate 

and honor our Lord, with our family and friends. 
 

Please try to remember that it's not a 'me to conduct 

Church business.  That 'me is Monday - Thursday from 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm during the summer.  The Church    

employees are very willing to help you at those 'mes 

but would also like to worship our Lord on Sunday   

morning with their family and friends, just as you do. 
 

 Thank you for your respect and considera'on of our employees. 

(not wri#en or solicited by an employee) 



Caledonia United Methodist Church 

250 Vine Street 

Caledonia, MI  49316 

Happy Father’s Day! 
 

We thank all of the fathers 
and those who have played 
a fatherly role in our lives. 


